Looking ahead to 2010

By Dr. Joseph Mixie

As we enjoy the celebration of the birth of our d.or
and Savior, Christmas, | would also like us to give
little thought to the New Year and all the promjses
potential, and blessings it holds for Grace Baptist
Church and us. In order to realize these blessings,
though, there are some things that we seriouslg neg
to consider.

First: Let's recommit ourselves to spending more
time alone with the Lord in prayer.

As | have mentioned and will continue to hold befor
you, prayer is the single most important activity a
Christian can be involved in. It is the life susiag
power of our faith. As Paul says: “Be joyful in lep
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patient in affliction, faithful in prayer (Romans
12:12).

Here are a few suggestions that might help you
develop a dynamic, exciting and fruitful prayeelif

Pray through the Book of Psalms.

The Book of Psalms is a wonderful book of the Bible
with so many inspiring and encouraging words for
us. Try reading a few sentences and then praying
over them. What do they make you think about?
What do they teach you? What do you think God is
trying to say to you thru these words? | know they
will inspire you to pray like you have never prayed
before.

| find that the older | get, the more | read thalRs.
They just seem to capture how | honestly feel at
times. For example, have you ever felt that God was
just not listening to your prayer?

Psalm 4:1Answer me when | call to you, O my
righteous God. Give me relief from my distress; be
merciful to me and hear my prayer.

Psalm 39:12Hear my prayer, O LORD, listen to my
cry for help; be not deaf to my weeping.

Psalm 54:2Hear my prayer, O God; listen to the
words of my mouth.



Of course you have. We all have. But as we are
faithful in our prayers to the Lord and we draw
closer to him as he draws closer to us, we begin to
realize...

Psalm 6:9The LORD has heard my cry for mercy;
the LORD accepts my prayer.

Psalm 17:6l call on you, O God, for you will
answer me; give ear to me and hear my prayer.

How about praying through the New Testament?

Another method of prayer that Christians don’t

practice much is placing yourself in the contexaof
narrative and trying to imagine how it would feel t
actually be in the situation you are reading about.

For example, take the story of the woman caught in
adultery. Read this passage over a few times and
then try to imagine how you would feel if you were:
1) the woman caught in adultery standing before
Jesus; 2) the men were just itching to throw stone
at the woman caught in adultery after Jesus skid, “
who is without sin cast the first stone; 3) the man
(who we never really hear about) who was involved
in the adultery; 4) an observer to this entire éven

Try this method with the feeding of the 5,000; the
raising Lazarus; the first Easter, etc? There are
hundreds of examples you could use.

Second: Let’s recommit ourselves to inviting our
friends and family to Church on Sunday.

As you know, our Sunday worship attendance has
been down. Whatever the reasons, we certainly kng
one: We have not been inviting people to church.

Folks, | hope you are all very excited about our
worship services. | know the Praise Band practices
very hard and they sincerely desire to exalt Clagst
they lead us in worship. | also hope you know that
you invite someone to church, they will always hear
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Yes, | know that we are not the perfect church, but
we are not after perfection, we are after faithégisi

Remember, worship is a verb, not a noun! We all
have to participate in the Worship Service. And tha
means singing, praying, actively listening to the
message and encouraging others to join us in our
worship of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
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Inviting people to church on Sunday is also a fofm
evangelism.

2 Corinthians 5:20 We are therefore Christ's
ambassadors, as though God were making his appea
through us.

Third: Let's recommit ourselves to service?

Service is a vital part of our Christian faith aaldo a
vital part in our maturing process. It is simplytno
enough to come on Sunday, sit in the pew and then
go home until next Sunday. Folks that is not the
Christian life! That's what I call cultural

Christianity. You think you are a Christian simply
because you attend a church (every once in a while)
But that is not Biblical Christianity.

We need to be serving others in the name of Christ
and for the glory of Christ. Service is one of the
ways the Holy Spirit matures us, brings us closer t
Christ and helps us to develop relationships with
others in the church. There are certain Christian
truths you simply cannot learn until you serve athe
in the name of Jesus.

And by the way, if you are not meeting other people
in the church, try getting involved in servicesld
great way to meet other members of the church and
really get to know them.

Well,

You will probably get this letter before Christmas,
MERRY CHRISTMAS andMay God Bless you




Yor Small Grovps

With the Advent Season now upon us (and New
Year Resolutions right around the corner) theris
greater time to get involved in a small group! We
have a small group for everyone, so please do not
hesitate to contact me and sign up!

In Him,

Greg Foss

Harvest Party Thank-you

M any thanks to all the good and generous volunteers

who showed their servants hearts with help for the
Harvest Party.

“ There are different kinds of service, but the sainord.
There are different kinds of workings, but the s&boel works
all of them in all men.”

-1 Corinthians 12:5-6

Russell & Dylan Coombs Robbie Worobel
Johnette LaConte The iBxamily
Sherri Caro Ginny Lafond

Hazel Dugan Sylvia Malgkiv
Danny Vega Sandy Pedoeri

Val Kenny Cathy Porto
Terrance Thomas The Ragkz Family
Eric Johnson Jimmy Raoin

Mike Carter Dana Chouiki

Abe, Eme, Isaac and Ben Evans Dave & Linda Watr
Alyssa Tejada Gefrgpn

Jenn & Charlie Jump Gina ambiR Patrick
Garret & Teri Dillon Ashleyllith

Patty Rival auren Lichac

John Jensen Sarah & ColBambardella
John & Teresa Forth Bounce U

The Travis Sisters Shate R

Birthday Party for Jesus!

Wed. Dec. 18 at 6:30pm. Games, projects, snacks
and fun! Please bring a gift! An unwrapped donation
of some of the following items to be given in
specially decorated gifts bags for those at Beth El

Shelter.Shampoo, Hairspray, Deodorant,
Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Hair Brushes,
Powder, Shaving Cream, Hair Gel, Q-Tips, Soap
and Hand Sanitizer.

Merry Christmas! See you in 2010!




Parents, as winter rolls in its time to start piagn
for our winter retreat.Monadnock 2010 This year
the retreat is March 5-7. Permission slips anéroth
forms have already gone home; so if you need
anything please let me know.

Also, this year’s Youth Christmas Party will be
December 11. Points of the Cross will be playing
from 6:00-6:30, to which all parents are invited.
Afterward, the youth will be heading downstairs for
a night of food, fellowship, and fun.

Don't forget — If you need to see me personally you
can always set up an appointment. | am availdige t
2" 3rd, and # Wednesday’s of the month from
5:30-

6:00 by appointment. If you would like to meetat
different time, email me and let me know. We want
our youth group to be one which parent involvemen
and interaction are a top priority.

Have a great Christmas season!
In Him,

Greg and Alicia Foss

Make a Christmas Centerpiece and share dessert.
Friday night, December™47-9pm in the fellowship
hall. Cost $5. Bring your friends and neighbors. Be
inspired by a devotional

In memory of loved ones, to decorate the sanctuary.
Roseanne Meyer (298-9446) will be collecting $10
for each red Poinsettia. Please remember to give he
your loved one's names (S).

S
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Scheduled for Winter:

Dec. 12, 2009 GBC Christmas Spectacular
Jan. 9, 2010 Insight
Feb.13, 2010 Heartsong — Singers for Christ
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GBC MissionSOUPer Bowl[Collection

Please put your donations of soup and canned gooc
For the GBC Food Pantry in the shopping cart in the
lobby on or befor&uper Bowl Sunday, Feb.7, 2010.

Bring and give what you can to help one another.

“ Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love
endures forever. . . Let them give thanks to thRDG@or
his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for nfenhe
satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with datings.”
Psalm 107 1, 8-9
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Mark Saturday, December 12 on your calendar! It's
the GBC CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR! Come for
dinner at 6:00 and stay for the show at 7. ThesBrai
Band, Choir, Handbells, and Points of the Cross
Youth Praise Band will all share their love for our
Lord. And Savior — Jesus! Enjoy songs and stories
about Jesus, His birth, and being part of the fawol
God. Bring your family and lots of friends!

Did you go to the House of Grace Coffee House in
October? Our own Praise Band and the Points of the
Cross Youth Praise Band both had Coffee

House goers singing and clapping to wonderful
praise songs.

Points of the Crosss looking forward to singing
God's praises at the GBC Youth Group Christmas
Party this month

Please keep the Praise Band in prayer as we
faithfully lead you in worship each week. Any

Member of the band will be happy to tell you what a
privilege it is to serve God this way.

Also, any GBC Youth Group member (grade 7-12)
who is interested in joining the Points of the Gros
should see the youth band director about
audition/entrance/rehearsal requirements.



